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Preface 
Thank yor for downloading this free e-book. 

This work is a support tool of  all those who are learning keyboard harmo-

ny, or basso continuo with my videos on YouTube. 

The exercises that G.F. Händel wrote for Princess Anne contain, in a few 

examples (24 exercises), most of  the harmonic situations that we can en-

counter in the music of  that period. 

I wanted to expand Händel's work by adding other material to each exercise, 

such as the exercise itself  but on a double staff  with the upper blank staff  

(so that you can also write down some passages of  the exercises), some ad-

vice and situations relating to the exercise (“Tips”), and finally the realiza-

tion of  each exercise. 

All the realizations can be viewed by turning the page, with respect to where 

the exercise is, so that while you are playing an exercise reading from the 

bass alone, you can not be distracted by its realization. 

For each exercise you find the related video that I made on YouTube, with 

the guided explanation and the realization of  each one. 

On the next page you will find a link and a QR code to connect to my web-

site page with all the videos listed. 

If  you find this work helpful, you can support my work in creating new contents like 

this e-book, videos, and other things, by subscribing a memebership on my Patreon 

and , doing that, you get the access to many of  exclusive contents every week! 

 

 

 

 

 

You find more details at the end of  this book. 

Thank you! 

bit.ly/rc-patreon 

http://www.patreon.com/richardus_cochlearius?utm_source=Patreon&utm_campaign=Website
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Watch all Videos 
on 

bit.ly/handel-exercises 

https://richarduscochlearius.com/handel-exercises/?utm_source=Ebook+Handel&utm_medium=Ebook&utm_campaign=lead_generation
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Exercise 1 
Exercise: 

Tips: 

A chord can be played in 3 positions, depending on the 

interval between the bass and the top voice: 

First Position ---> Octave in the top voice (8) 

Second Position ---> Third in the top voice (3)Third 

Position ---> Fifth in the top voice (5) 

When we use only 5/3 chords, we can find 3 type of motion in the bass: 

4th and 5th leaps (both up or down) 

---> 1 common note between the 2 chords. 

Keep the common note in the same voice. 

3rd and 6th leaps (both up or down) 

---> 2 common notes between the 2 chords. 

Keep the common notes in the same voices. 

Stepwise motion 

---> no common notes between the 2 chords. 

Play contrary motion. 
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Exercise: 
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Exercise 3 
Exercise: 

Tips: 

Bars 3 and 4: 

Here a real important ascending pattern, called 5-6: 
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Exercise: 
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Exercise 5 

Exercise: 
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Exercise: 
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Exercise 7 
Exercise: 

Tips: 

In the Italian style we can harmonize the ascending or descending 6ths scale with only 3 voices, as in the follo-

wing example: 
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Realization: 

Realization 2 (three-part): 



20  

The Complete FREE Course with all the Exercises by G. F. Handel for the Princess Anne 

Exercise 8 

Exercise: 
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Exercise 9 

Exercise: 
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Realization: 

Realization 2 (three-part): 
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Exercise 10 
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Baroque Harmony  

Tips: 

The Suspension must be prepared by the previous chord. 

It means that we must have the same note in the previous chord. 

As you can see in the previous picture, the three letters P, S and R mean: 

P = Preparation 

S = Suspension 

R = Resolution 

 

The suspension (S) is dissonant (4th in this case) and it is prepared by the previous beat, the preparation (P) 

that is consonant. 

The suspension (S) resolves by descending of only 1 step to the resolution (R). 

Here, a 4 part example of the suspension 4-3: 

You can see the suspension in all the upper voices, Tenor, Altus and Cantus. 
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Realization: 
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Exercise: 

Exercise 11 
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Exercise 12 
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Tips: 

This is a sequence 6/5 - 5/3. 

It is very used in baroque music. 

Here a realization in the 3 position: 
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Exercise: 

Exercise 13 



43  

Baroque Harmony  

Tips: 

There are 3 types of 2 chords: 

1) 5/2 chord. 

2) 5/4/2 chord. 

3) 6/4/2 chord. 
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Exercise: 

Exercise 14 
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Tips: 

Here a sequence using the tied bass with the 6/4/2 chord: 
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Exercise: 

Exercise 15 
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Tips: 

This exercise is about an important pattern that is the suspension 7-6: 

Here you can see 2 examples with the suspensions in the upper voice and in the middle voice: 
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Exercise: 

Exercise 16 
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Tips: 

The following pattern is on the 7ths suspension: 
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Realization: 
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Exercise: 

Exercise 17 
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Tips: 

When the bass moves down a 4th and rises up a 2nd, you can apply the following pattern: 

Supsensions 4-3 with suspension 9-8. 
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Exercise 18 
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Exercise 21 



75  

Baroque Harmony  

Realization: 



76  

The Complete FREE Course with all the Exercises by G. F. Handel for the Princess Anne 

Practice 
Pieces 



77  

Baroque Harmony  



78  

The Complete FREE Course with all the Exercises by G. F. Handel for the Princess Anne 

Exercise: 

Exercise 22 
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Tips: 

Some chords you can use on the 1st degree of the bass for making a cadence: 
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Exercise 23 
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Online Face to Face 

LESSONS 

Online courses personalized tailor-made on 

your goals! 

 

Specific paths on Harmony, Partimento, 

Counterpint and Early Music Theory! 

Discover the best plan for you or, if you are undecided, con-

tact me to find out which path is best for you, by this page: 

bit.ly/courses-lessons 

https://richarduscochlearius.com/courseslessons/
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SOLMISATION Super 

Course 

Learn how to read music with Solmisation 

as a 16th century Musician like Palestrina 

and Gabrieli. 

Discover all Advantages and Features of this course by the 

following webpage: 

bit.ly/solmisation-online-course 

https://richarduscochlearius.com/course-solmisation/?utm_source=Ebook+Handel&utm_medium=ebook&utm_campaign=handel+free+ebook
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Get exclusive Contents and Videos 

on PATREON 

✅ Full access to all didactic PDFs of my YouTube videos, improve your skills with special PDFs 

you can find only on my Patreon.  

✅ Watch new Improvisation exclusive videos every week [Improvisation Elements Exclusive vid-

eos] and become and improviser starting with simple and basic exercises, even if you have never im-

provised! 

✅ Come into direct and personal contact with me, let's exchange personal opinions and ideas. 

✅ Join group meetings, as soon as we have a slightly larger number of Patrons. Take the oppor-

tunity to meet other musicians at your level and exchange opinions or help. 

✅ Let’s have a personal video call, tell me something about you, why you love partimento, early 

music, counterpoint, harmony, what are your personal goals and whatever you want! 

✅ Send me your works if you need some advice, we will solve together the problem! 

✅ You can appear on my YouTube channel with some of your works, based on my composition 

challenges reserved to my Patrons. 

�  Furthermore, supporting me on Patreon, you help me create more videos for you on harmony, 

counterpoint, partimento and more! Your little support is very important for me, and I’ll really appre-

ciate it! Thank you so much! 

bit.ly/improvisation-elements 

bit.ly/rc-patreon 

http://www.richarduscochlearius.com/improvisation-elements
http://www.patreon.com/richardus_cochlearius?utm_source=Patreon&utm_campaign=Website



